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ALDO GEUNA and BEN R. MARTIN

UNIVERSITY RESEARCH EVALUATION AND FUNDING:
AN INTERNATIONAL COMPARISON

ABSTRACT.. Many ies have introduced ions of university research, reflect-
ing global demands for greater ility. This paper methods of evaluati
used across twelve countries in Europe and the Asia-Pacific region. On the basis of this
comparison, and focusing in particular on Britain, we examine the advantages and disad-
vantages of perfor based funding in parison with other app to funding.
Our analysis suggests that, while initial benefits may outweigh the costs, over time such
a system seems to produce diminishing returns. This raises important questions about its
continued use.

INTRODUCTION

Research evaluation has emerged as a key issue in many industrialized
countries, where universities are faced with demands for greater account-
ability and the consequences of diminished funding.! Universities today
are expected to be both efficient and accc 2 These p have
made evaluation essential. In itself, this is nothing new. For more than
two decades, there has been growing concern ‘about the increasing cost
of funding university-based research ... and the need to obtain “value for
money” for public expenditure on higher education’.> In response, many
governments have implemented mechanisms that attempt to relate funding
to performance. In this paper, we outline the leading characteristics of
university research assessment and funding practices in ten European

1 OECD, The ion of Scientific Selected Experi (Paris: OECD,
1997).

2 WF. Massy (ed.), Resource Allocation in Higher Education (Ann Arbor: University
of Michigan Press, 1996).

3 OECD, Universities Under Scrutiny (Paris: OECD, 1987). See also C. Gellert (ed.),
Higher Education m Europe (London and Philadelphia: Jessica Kingsley, 1993); A.
Geuna, The of Ki Production: Funding and the Structure of University
Resean:h (Ch;ltenham Edward Elgn, 1999); R.G. Noll (ed.), Challenges to Research

iversities (Wi i Press, 1998); and OECD, University

Re:eamh in Transition (Paris: OECD, 1998).

ﬁ Minerva 41: 277-304, 2003.
© 2003 Kluwer Academic Publishers. Printed in the Netherlands.
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Many countries have introducedevaluations of university research,
reflectingglobal demands for greater accountability. Thispaper compares
methods of evaluation usedacross twelve countries in Europe and
theAsia-Pacific region. On the basis of thiscomparison, and focusing in
particular onBritain, we examine the advantages anddisadvantages of
performance-based funding incomparison with other approaches to
funding. Our analysis suggests that, while initialbenefits may outweigh
the costs, over time sucha system seems to ...
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